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REPORT. 






THE SELECT COMMITTEE appointed to inquire into the expediency 
of making further Provision for the Relief of the Lunatic Poor, 
in Ireland -, — Have, pursuant to the Order of The House, inquired 
into the subject referred to them ; and have agreed upon the 
following REPO RT : 

'Y' OU R Committee have inquired, as to the extent of the accommodation 
which may be afforded by the present Establishments in the several 
Counties in Ireland, and are of opinion, that those Establishments are 
totally inadequate for the reception of the Lunatic Poor. An Hospital 
attached to the House of Industry in Dublin, was originally the only re- 
ceptacle in that city for persons of the lower classes, who were afflicted with 
mental derangement; and the cells attached to the Infirmaries or Poor 
Houses in some of the counties were by no means calculated for the resto- 
ration to sanity, or even for the safe custody and care of the unhappy 
persons who were suffering under so dreadful a malady. Your Committee 
refer, on this subject, to the Evidence which they have received, and to 
the Documents and Returns which are annexed. In the year 1810, the ne- 
cessity of applying some relief was brought by His Majesty's Government 
under the consideration of Parliament, and liberal Grants were made 
for the erection of an Asylum in Dublin, under the name of “ The 
Richmond Lunatic Asylum,” capable of accommodating two hundred 
patients. In the year 1815, one hundred and seventy Lunatics were re- 
moved from the House of Industry into the new Hospital ; and yet so 
great has been the increase in the number of Patients transmitted 
from different parts of the Country, that though the Asylum has received 
to the full extent that it was capable of accommodating, and thus relieved 
the House of Industry from that number ; still Your Committee find that 
there is now in the latter Establishment a greater number than there 
was at the period when the foundation of the Richmond Asylum was 
undertoken. This pressure is every day increasing; and as the majority 
of Patients are sent from the remoter parts of the Country, it is in vain to 
hope to diminish it, unless by the establishment of other Asylums, to be ad- 
ministered on the Plan which has been already acted on in the Capital. 

Besides the Asylum in Dublin, there arc other Establishments, and 
one particularly in the City of Cork ; with the conduct and government 
of the last-mentioned, Your Committee has every reason to be satisfied. 
The success also which has attended the mode of treatment adopted in the 
Richmond Asylum has been very remarkable ; and Your Committee refer 
with satisfaction to the testimony which they have received from one of 
the Governors of that Institution. 

An Extract from the Register of the Asylum, which is given in the 
Appendix, will show how considerable has been the proportion of Cases in 
which restoration has followed the Treatment adopted ; at the same time 
It is obvious that the general knowledge of the success of that Treatment, 
and of the existence of an Establishment in the Capital for the reception 
of Lunatics, supported by Parliamentary Grants, has induced the trans- 
mission to Dublin of numbers so great, that the Governors of the Asylum 
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and of the House of Industry also, have been obliged to give a public 
Notice, that it is impossible for them to receive any more Patients from 
the Country parts of Ireland. 

X,Your Committee beg leave to call the attention of the House to the de- 
tailed Opinion expressed by the Governors of the Richmond Asylum, — that 
the only mode of effectual relief will be found in the formation of District 
Asylums, exclusively appropriated to the reception of the Insane. Tliey 
can have no doubt that the successful treatment of Patients depends more 
on the adoption of a regular system of moral treatment, than upon casual 
medical prescription ; and they are distinctly of opinion, that if they were 
content to advise an addition to be made to the present County Hos- 
pitals only, it would be in vain to hope that each County could provide 
an efficient superintendence of its separate Establishment : A Bill was 
introduced into the House of Commons, in the year 1804, framed on the 
principle which is now recommended ; and Your Committee cannot but 
regret that it did not then meet the sanction of the Legislature. 

Your Committee are of opinion, that in addition to the Asylum which 
has been founded in Dublin, and that which has been so successfully 
established in the City of Cork, there should be four or five District 
Asylums capable of containing each from one hundred and twenty to one 
hundred and fifty Lunatics. They conceive that the determination of 
the places most suitable for the Sites of such Establishments may best 
be formed by the Government of Ireland; that it would be expedient 
for that purpose, that a Bill should be introduced into Parliament, em- 
powering the Lord Lieutenant, with the advice of His Majesty’s Privy 
Council, to divide the four Provinces of Ireland into Districts, according 
to the locality and the respective extent and population of the Counties 
to be comprised in them ; and that the expense of the Asylum for Lu- 
natics to be established in each District, should be borne by these Districts 
respectively. 

The law having already recognized the principle, that Presentments 
should be made at the several Assizes, for the support of the County 
Infirmaries, Your Committee are of opinion, that it is only carrying into 
execution its benevolent intentions, to extend to a class of the poorer po- 
pulation so wretched as that into the state of which these inquiries have 
been directed, the relief and care which it is the duty of the State to 
provide for them ; and they have no doubt that not only the expense will 
fell less heavily on the respective Counties, by adopting the principle they 
recommend of distinct Establishments, but that it is only in such that 
provision can be made of sufficient extent, or that medical skill and care 
can be obtained in the degree which the Public ought to contribute to the 
cure of malady, and the alleviation of wretchedness. 

Your Committee believing that there are many public Buildings, such 
as Barracks for troops, and places for depositing military stores, which 
are no longer required to be so occupied for the Public Service, doubt 
not that the liberality of His Majesty's Government will induce the 
appropriation of such Edifices to the reception of Patients, if their local 
situation and other circumstances should point them out as suitable for 
the purpose. This subject having been under discussion in Your Com- 
mittee, they are anxious not to leave it untouched, though they have no 
distinct recommendation to offer ; nor, with propriety, could any flow 
from them. 

With respect to the apportionment of the sura to be levied on each 
County within the respective Districts, Your Committee are not prepared 
to present any data to the House ; but they recommend that the Lord 

Lieutenant 
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Lieutenant in Council should be empowered to fix the contribution, and 
also to nominate Governors of the respective Asylums, and a Board of 
General Control and Correspondence ; the Members of which should not 
receive any Salary or Emolument whatever. 

Your Committee have- observed with satisfaction, the disinterested labours 
of those who have superintended the Asylums m the Cities of Dublin and 
Cork ; and if they were to go into any detail of the principles on which 
the Establishments which they propose might be best administered, they 
would earnestly recommend an entire conformity to the system laid 
down and acted on in the Richmond Lunatic Asylum, as that system 
appears to have been considered with great anxiety, and acted on with 
signal success. 

In what Your Committee thus submit to the House, they desire to be 
understood as not wishing to interfere with either ot the above-mentioned 
Asylums ; the Establishment in the Metropolis has been supported, ex- 
clusively, by Parliamentary grants ; and it would perhaps be only rea- 
sonable, If the Legislature should continue to defray the expense of it 
on Its extended scale, that the County and City of Dublin should be 
called upon to contribute to the support of any other Lunatic Asylum 
which may be founded in the vicinity of the Capital ; at least. Your Com- 
mitteemay anticipate, that bv the formation ot other receptacles for the 
Insane, the number now removed to the Metropolis will be consider- 
ably diminished, and that the expenditure which the Crown has been 
accustomed to recommend to Parliament, both for the present Lunatic 
Asylum and the House of Industry in Dublin, may be proportionally 
lessened also. 

With respect to the County and City of Cork, the expense which the 
Grand Juries have already gone to, and the liberality and public spirit 
which they and the inhabitants of Cork have manifested, lead Your Com- 
mittee to be of opinion, that under the auspices and care under which it has 
hitherto been conducted, the Establishment now existing may best be 
left. They are of opinion also that it will be sufficient, in the extent of its 
accommodation, for the future calls on it. Your Committee would however 
recommend that it should be subjected to the same visitation with the 
Asylums to be formed in other districts. With regard to their not being 
required to contribute to the support of any except their own Establish- 
ment, there are other grounds, arising from the extent and population of 
the County and City of Cork, which confirm Your Committee in that 

recommendation. 

It will be expedient still, however, in the event of Parliament acting on 
the suggestion which Your Committee have taken the liberty to offer, that 
there should be provided in the General Infirmary in each county ot Ireland 
two or three cells for the temporary custody of Lunatics, previously to their 
transmission to the District Asylums. 

Your Committee refrain from suggesting any farther details, deeming that 
the ulterior arrangements may be with more propriety determined by the 
executive Government; deeming it unnecessary, also, further to recommend 
to Parliament the consideration of a subject so materially importing the 
character of the Country, and so deeply interesting to humanity. 

25 Ju)ie 1817. 
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MINUTES OF EVIDENCE. 



Martis, 2* die Martii 1817. 



The Right Hon. William Vesey Fitzgerald, in the Chair. 



Colonel Crosbie, a Member of the Committee; Examined. 

I S there any County Infirmary in the county of Kerry ?~Yes, there is a new ColonH Crosbie. 
one. \ , 



Is there any separate accommodation for pauper Lunatics ? — None that I am 
aware of. 



Is there any surgeon belonging to the infirmary? — Yes. 

Would there be any difficulty in attaching a separate asylum to the present 
Infirmary for Lunatics ?— None whatever; there is a large yard in which it could 
be erected. 



The Right honourable Sir George Fitzgerald Hill, Bart, a Member of the 
Committee; Examined. 



IS there any separate Asylum for Lunatics in the county of Derry ? — Yes. 

How many can be accommodated? — There is accommodation for twelve. 

Is that, in your judgment, sufficient for the reception and accommodation of the 
pauper Lunatics who may belong to the county ? — At present they are ; but they 
have not always been so. 

Have you not been obliged to remove many persons of that description from your 
asylum to Dublin? — Yes; having more in that state than we can accommodate, we 
removed them to Dublin. 

Is there any particular medical attendance provided ? — That department comes 
under the head of the County Infirmary, and has their medical assistant. 

Do you know, in point of fact, whether they do come under his care, equally with 
the other branches of the establishment? — Yes, I have occasion to know that they 
certainly do. 

If called upon to ^ve a precise answer and opinion, would you say that a more 
extended establishment than the present would be necessary at this time to accom- 
modate the whole county of Derry? — With a view to accomplish the recovery of the 
patient, certainly ; as 1 consider the present as merely affording an asylum for the 
existence of the individuals. 

Is there any separate provision for the city ? — No ; the provision already men- 
tioned, includes both city and county. 

Are you of opinion that the form and construction of the Asylum for Lunatics, 
in the county of Derry, are such as would make it desirable to add to them, or to 
construct new places of reception for greater numbers ? — The form and construction, 
for the mere custody, I consider sufficient, but very different from what they ought 
to be, with a view to accomplish the cure of the patient. 

When were the present buildings constructed ? — About five years ago. 

What was the expense, as near as you can guess ? — About 750/. ; being detached 
from the body of the infirmary, they are mere sheds against one of the inclosing 



Do you recollect what the annual presentment is for the support of this branch 
of the infirmary? — I do not; it is estimated for with the general estimates for the 
supply of the infirmary. 



[Sir John Nmport, in answer to a question from the Committee, read 
extracts of two letters which he had received on the subject, as containing 
the best information which he could afford the Committee.] 



[Colonel Lo 7 igJield begged to follow the course adopted by the honourable 
Member, and read a statement, which he had received firom the county 
of Cork.] 
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Mortis, 25* die Martii, 1817. 

The Right Hon. William Vesey Fitzgerald, in the Chair. 



Tlie Right honourable Robert Peel, a Member of the Committee, delivered 
in several Papers, which were read, and are inserted in the Appendix. 
\Vide Appendix, No. 2 .] 

Robert Shapland Carew, Esq. a Member of the Committee ; Examined. 

a S. Carew, WILL you have the goodness to state, what accommodation there is in the county 
Esj. of Wexford for pauper Lunatics ? — The place that had been used as the old gaol, 

vr ^ when the new gaol was built, was appropriated to the reception of paupers and 

Lunatics : the furnishing of it and outfit was accomplished by private subscriptions, 
which was assisted last summer by a presentment of 6oo /. tfom the grand jury. 

When was this establishment formedr—I believe in January i8i6; but I do 
not recollect exactly the time. 

Previous to that, there was no accommodation in the county of Wexford for the 
reception of such persons ? — Not exclusively ; there was a dispensary in every town, 
in which a certain number of patients were received. 

Were they calculated for the reception of Lunatics ? — I think not. 

Are those dispensaries under the *4ct? — Yes; the Act says, that in proportion to 
private subscriptions, there shall be a power in the. grand jury to grant a similar 
sum. There are seven dispensaries in the county of Wexford. 

Is there any County Infirmary ? — There is a County Infirmary besides. 

The County Hospital is at Wexford? — Yes. 

Do you consider the accommodation which this new establishment affords, sufficient 
for those persons in the county ? — There were a great many idiots about the streets of 
Wexford, and there are none now, so that from that I should think it is sufficient. 

Can you state the number of Lunatics now in that Asylum? — No. 

Under whose immediate superintendence are those persons? — There is generally 
a committee from the grand jury ; three, four or five of the gentlemen of Wexford, 
and its vicinity, inspect it. 

Under whose medical direction ? — The medical men of the town attend it gratis. 

Is there no person particularly responsible for the medical attendance and care 
of the lunatics confined in this Establishment? — There is a physician, who has the 
care of the infirmary, but I do not know if he is responsible for the management 
of this Establishment; I believe not. 

Do you conceive there would be any difficulty in making an addition of a tew 
cells to the County Infirmary to receive Lunatics? — As we have a house fitted up 
and adapted to that purpose at a different end of the town from the Infirmary, it 
would be an useless expense to us ; but if we had not such a house, I think it would 
be a saving of expense ; it would be cheaper to add to the Infirmary than to build 
a separate establishment. 

Have you any recollection what the annual expense of this Establishment has 
been, or has been estimated at, and is likely to be? — No, I have not, without re- 
ferring to a paper, which I shall be able to lay before the Committee in a few days. 

John Leslie Foster, Esq. a Member of the Committee; Examined. 

John L. Foster, ARE you a governor of the Richmond Lunatic Asylum ? — I am. 

Esq. The Committee are anxious to learn, generally, the extent of that Establishment, 

' the accommodation afforded to Lunatic patients, and, as far as yourrecollection serves 

you, the general discipline under the authority of the governors? — The Richmond 
Lunatic Asylum was built originally out of public money granted by Parliament; 
it was opened in the last year ; it contains sufficient accommodation for 200 patients ; 
in addition to which, a ward is now preparing, and nearly completed, for about 
thirty convalescents, as nearly as I can recollect. The Asylum is subjected to the 
directon of fifteen governors, who meet once a fortnight, and pay great attention 
to the management of the Institution. 

Is not that Institution rather intended for the cure, than the mere custody of 
the patients? — It certainly is so intended, but it was filled, in the first instance, by 
patients drafted from the House of Industry, most of whose cases were of very 
tong standing, and in such there is little or no chance of recovery ; of the recent cases 

which 
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■which have been admitted, I believe I may say that a majority have been cured. The 
House of Industry, in the first instance, naturally wished to be relieved from as 
great a number as possible of the Lunatics that were confined under their care, 
but the governors of the Richmond Asylum as naturally preferred to receive such 
cases as they thought susceptible of relief. In point of fact, I should think that at 
least half the cells in the Richmond Lunatic Asylum are occupied by desperate 
cases; I believe the Asylum was originally intended by Government, both for the 
custody of confirmed Lunatics, and for the cure of such patients as might be found 
curable; but the governors feeling how much more instnimental in general relief it 
might be, by giving to it the latter direction, have endeavoured, as far as in them lies, 
to give a preference in their admissions to such patients as have not been very long 
under the influence of the malady, believing that in a majority of instances a recent 
case of insanity may be reasonably hoped to be cured in a few months. 

Do you think the building of the Richmond Lunatic Asylum relieved the pressure 
on the House of Industry, or that the notoriety that a large building was constructed 
in Dublin increased the number of applications from the country for admission into 
the House of Industry? — When the idea was first conceived of building the 
Richmond Lunatic Asylum, there were, as I understood, about two hundred Lunatics 
in the House of Industry ; upon opening the Asylum two hundred were drafted from 
the House of Industry, and I am informed that very shortly afterwards there were 
about three hundred and seventy Lunatic cases remaining in the House of Industry, 
which they wished us to receive, but which was of course impossible. I have no 
hesitation in saying that the knowledge, now general in Ireland, of there being such 
an Institution in Dublin, has contributed to augment the pressure in a very great 
degree, and that the applications for admission to our Institution very far exceeds 
the means of receiving them. 

Is it within your knowledge that the governors of the House of Industry have been 
obliged to give a public notice within the last few months, that it is totally impossible 
for them to receive any Lunatic from the country parts of Ireland ? — It is ; and I 
believe that they conceive themselves in some degree justified in doing so, by 
thinking that such reception has become rather the province of the Richmond 
Lunatic Asylum. 

Do not you think the accorag^odation in the House of Industry for Lunatic 
patients is so defective that upon the whole it is a less evil to exclude them than 
to admit them ? — The accommodation, so far as it goes, in the House of Industry, 
has been, I conceive, excellent since the institution of the Richmond Asylum, but 
it is inadequate to meet the number of applications made to them, I beg to explain 
what I have said ; there are a certain number of cells in the House of Industry, per- 
haps about a hundred in number, in which the patients have of late, in my opinion, 
be«r very nearly as well accommodated as in the Lunatic Asylum ; in fact, when our 
improved mode of treatment, in the contiguous building of the Richmond Lunatic 
Asylum, became adopted, it was naturally adopted in the House of Industry, as far as 
their means of accommodation permitted, but the number of cells in the House of In- 
dustry being quite inadequate to accommodate the number of Lunatic patients that re- 
mained in their oare, notwithstanding all the relief that the Richmond Lunatic Asylum 
could afford, the accommodation for such patients as could not be received into the 
cells, continued as defective as can possibly be imagined; I have seen three, I think, 
certainly two Lunatics in one bed in the House of Industry. I have seen, I think, 
not fewer than fifty or sixty persons in one room, of which I believe the majority 
were insane, and the rest mere paupers not afflicted with insanity. I have seen in the 



Joim'L. Foster, 
Esq. 




same' room a Lunatic chained in a bed, the other half of which was occupied by a 
sane pauper, and the room so occupied by beds that there was scarcely space to move 
in it ; in stating this, however, it is but justice to the governors of the House of 
Industry and to the medical gentlemen connected with that Establishment, to state 
that, supposing the admission of Lunatics and paupers to be, as in fact it then was, un- 
restrained, it was physically impossible that they could be better accommodated. 

It appears by the Report of the medical board, which is before the Com mittee, that 
in five years i.i 79 fresh cases of lunacy have been admitted into the House of Industry, 
or on an average 235 annually; deducting the number of deaths and cures in the 
House of Industry, and tlie Lunatics which the Richmond Lunatic Asylum can provide 
■for, do not you think a number of Lunatics would remain for which the House of 
Industry must be utterly incompetent to provide? — I have no doubt the number 
would greatly exceed the power of accommodation, 

Has the experience you have acquired, from your situation as governor of that 
Institution, enabled you to form a judgment of the best means of relieving the pres- 
C sure 
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m Dublin by tl.e formation of Lunatic EsIabUthmcntaP-I am certain 

V 1 of accommodation at the Richmond Lunatic Asylum, are, in point of 

fact totally inBufficieut to meet the daily increasing demands for admission from all 
parts ot Iieland into that Institution ; and I conceive this inconvenience is likely to 
increase III proportion as it becomes better known that there exists a large Institution 
in Dublin iiliere patients are likely to receive a superior degree of attention It 
appears to me the most eligible mode of obviating this inconvenience, to establish a 

noTrh" ipoo similar principles! I do 

not think that additions to the respective County Iiilirmaries, would he well calculated 

Id “ Piopcrmode of treatment 

3l ^^ 11 “^°'’ well administered m a few larger Institulions dedicated exclu- 
sively to that purpose. I will, however, witli the permission of the Committee commu 
nicate this question to tile other governors ; and as I understand the Committee do 
not re-assemble till after the recess, I will then present the Committee with the Suit 
I do not mean to say that It might not be convenient, as a measure of internal police to 
have in a lunited degree acconimedation provided in each county hospital for the 
tempoiary detention of Lunatics, before they should be ti-aiismitted to the large 
establishments, but I do not think the patients would be so likely to meet a cure 
there as m the large establishments. ^ 

upiniun given in the answer to the last question, intended to apply as well to 
Inst tutions for the reception, as to Institutions for die care of Lunatics ?Il think it 
would be impracticable to have one set of Institutions for the custody of incurable 
Lunatics, and another set for the care of curable Lunatics ; because it cm beseldom 
ascertained, in the hrst instance, whether the case is curable or not; the evil, however of 
maintaining a large number of incurable Lunatics would become greatly diminished 
f the new and unproved treatment of lunacy should become generally esSshed 
cm™" ^ majority of lunatic cases would be’ 

As you have expressed an opinion that local County Asylums for Lunatics would 
not be the most advisable to adopt, would not one Establishment in Dublin upon a 
sufficient scale for Ireland, be less expensive and more conducive to ultimate cu?e>-! 
I conceive the inconvenience ot transmitting individuals from the remote parts of 
the country, would more than overbalance the advantages to which the omstion 
alludes I m addition to which, I would say, that the number of patients in such a! 
Institution would, I think, be greater than could well be managed'in any one place 
nif ‘he transmission of Lunatics, under the Jrcumsffinces 

under which it would be necessary to remove them from the country to a genera 
Asylum in Dublin, _ would greatly retard, and in some instances >eyen? ** 
restoranon to societyr-I am decidedly of that opinion; I believe it to b^f the 
yeatest importance, m cases ot incipient lunacy, to avoid every unnecessary additfon 
of irritation which can be avoided; and it is evident that ffie various degrees of 
CMroonindispenasble lor the conduct of Luoatics in removing them fromrri^ 
parts must ^ye rise to great irritation, and m very many cases would, I believe 
reiider iiicmable cases which otherwise might have been relieved. 

■ 'n a ™ '"“P^’wed system of treatment having been 

adopted in lie Ridimund Lunatic Asylum, the Committee wish, if you feel ylurwlf 
competent to the explanation ot it, that you would give them some details wha 
that system has been, and what us success ?— UntU within these very few years a 
much greater degree of coerctoti has been generally applied in the treatm^ent of 
Lunatics, than IS now foniid to be uecessaryl a fowVr^ ago Mr. Pinera Tench 
PhysKian, who had the charge of the principal receptacles for the insaiM at Paris 
proposed and published a more gentle mode of treatment. It appears in hb tands 

b I™' “‘aace m the Quaker, Asylum near York; the goS 

elects of which are illustrated in a publication of a Mr. Took, the manager of^that 
Asyfom ; and this system appearing to the governors of the Richmowl Lunatic Asylum 
iMbiUin"'^"! 1 “ f ‘licy.ifctermiued on trying the experiment in their^new 

IiW tution. I beg to add as a proot of this, that there is not in the Richmond Lunatic 
Asylum, to the best of my belief, a cbaui, a fetter, or a handcuft I do not believe there 
conSned to lii caU, and that ot tho.se who are con- 
h!aUl* tmufoer it is owkig to dorangenienl in their bodily 

healtli, ranliec than to the violence of mania. Wten I was last in the Rich™,^ 

aboTffiii^ tliat out of-tbe two hundred patients, there were 

above ttimc ot four to wliora even the apphcation of the strait waistcoat was 

found 
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found necessary; the disorder is treated not so much as a subject of medical care, L. Tasier, 
as of the superintendence of a person, who is termed the moral governor, and whose 
particular business it is to attend to the comforts of the patients to remove from them ^ ''' 

causes of irritation, to regulate the degrees of restraint, and to provide occupation for 
the convalescent. 



The Right Honourable William Conyngham Plunkett, a Member of the 
Committee; Examined. 

HAVE you any knowledge of the mode of treatment adopted in Swift’s Hos- 
futal for the cure of Lunatic patients, and of the accommodation provided for them 
there? — I have not from my own personal observation, but I have received a letter 
on the subject from the medical attendant on the Institution, and which, with the 
permission of the Committee, I will give in. 

[_It teas delivered in, and read. Vide Appendix, N* 3.] 

The Right Honourable Sir John Newport, Bart, a Member of the Committee, 
made the following Statement. 

I WISH for an opportunity of exemplifying to the Committee, the grounds on 
which I entertain a conviction that the present provision for Lunatics, as con- Nev.-port. 

nected with Houses of Industry, is totally inadequate to the object of cure, can only ' '' ^ 

answer for their custody, and must in its consequences produce redundancy of 
claims upon the Institution, of such a nature, as in a little time to cause an overflow 
in every one of those Establishments. It will appear by the list of Lunatics and 
Idiots returned from the House of Industry of Waterford, that of forty-four persons 
confined in that establishment, more than one-third have been above seven years 
confined ; tliat there are several cases of more tlian twenty years standing, and 
that although the number admitted in the year 1816, amounted to only seven, yet 
from the paucity of cosses in which cures were effected, the redundancy has been 
so great as to fwoduce the present number of forty-four, to which are to be added 
more than twenty cases, which about five years since, in consequence of their belong- 
ing to other counties, were removed from thence to Dublin, by direction of 
Mr. Secretary Pole ; it will also appear, from the list to which 1 refer, that a very 
considerable proportion of the entire number are idiots, who have mostly become se, 
having been for a certain period of time lunatic, and then sinking into idiotcy. 



RilAt Hon. 



Martis, 6* die Maii 1817. 

The Right Hon. William Vesey Fitzgerald, in the Chair. 



John Leslie Fostei', Esq. a Member of the Committee, again Examined. 

YOU undertook, at the desire of the Committee, to obtain some information John L. Fottsr, 
from the Governor of the Richmond Lunatic Asylum in Dublin; have you received ^ ^ 
the communication you expected? — I have received several papers from the Rich- ' 
raond Lunatic Asylum, and from the House of Industry, which I beg to give in. 

[They were delhered »?, and read. Vide Appendix, N° a.] 

Have you looked at the register of the Asylum, which has been laid before the 
Committee ? — I am constantly in the habit of seeing it at the Asylum, and examined 
it particularly to-day. 

Can you form a probaifle conjecture of the proportion of any given number of 
patients admitted, on whom a cure maybe expected? — I see that during the first 
sis weeks of the year 1816, there were 85 patients admitted into the Asylum, of 
those, 1 q appeared to have been cases of long standing, and transmitted from the 
House of Industry: those cases of longstanding very seldcan afford any chance of 
cure; 66 appear to be in fact the number of whom any cure could reasonatdy 
be expected, and of those it appears that 27 have been already discharged as 
cured, and it is but reasonable to hope tiiat the remaining 39 may be discharged 
hcrcftlter. 
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Die Merctirii, T die Mali ISlf. 

The Right Hoa. William Vesey Fitzgerald, in the Chair. 



Thoinas Rice, Esi^. called in j and Examined. 

The Committee are anxious to receive information from you, which they believe 
, you are competent to give, of the state of the Asylums for Lunatic Poor ih 
Ireland ?— My experience has been entirely confined to the Establishments in the 
south of Ireland : these I have visited ; and though my visits are of two years 
standing, I have kept up a communication with them, which enables me to say that 
I am pretty well acquainted with those establishments. In the county of Limerick 
I have acted as life-governor, and member of the regulating committee for that 
Lunatic Asylumfor the last three years ; and upon that point lean give most im- 
portant information. It was in the year 1815 that I visited the Asylums of Cork 
M aterford, Clonmcll and Limerick, and I shall state, with the permission of the 

Committee, the observations that occurred to me in tlie order of the visits. To bein<r 

with Cork;! hold returns in my hand, which I shall take the liberty of laying before 
the Committee, because they contain some points of information not couipreliended 
in the return I have just seen ; namely, that prodigious increase of the number of 
Lunatics within a given time; that return merely alludes to the present state; this 
return alludes to the last sixteen years, ivliich prove a most alarming increase of the 
number of the insane. In the year 1800 the number of insane, of idiots and 
lunatics upon the Establishment of Cork, amounted to seventy-two ; in the year 
181 6, they have increased to the number of two hundred and nineteen. I mentioned 
the fact to a very competent authority opposite to me, and he conceived that 
this accumulation might not have been the increase of admissions so much as the 
accumulation pf numbers by reason of no cures taking effect, and no consequent dis- 
missals ; but, in the Establishment at Cork I do believe strongly, that if the Com- 
mittee had the number of dismissals upon cure, and the number of deaths which have 



3 increase is to be altogether attributed to the increased number of admissions 
and m consequence the increase of the malady provided for by the Establishment. • 



been incident m the Establishment, they would find that the far greater proportion of 

Do you not think, that of the persons insane, within your disu-ict, a greater number 
are sent to tlieAsylum of late years than formerly, by which the increased number Cf 
patients admitted into the Lunatic iVsylums may be accounted for, without anv actual 
increase of insane in those districts?—! should consider that would be decidedly the 
case, if there were, not one or two characteristics acknowledged in madness which is 
Its hereditary properties, that is one; another, as a great ckuse of temporary mad- 
ness in Ireland, according to the best information 1 have received, arises from the 
increased use of spirituous liquors. In the example I have mentioned of Cork I 
admit, a general conclusion is not to be drawn, because the establishment at Cork 
has gamed so High a reputation, that there are a vast number of individuals sent to 
It from districts wholly unconnected with the city or county of Cork ; but in <^oing 
round, and applying these observations to the other establishments, it will be found 
that there is a correspondent increase, even upon those wiiidi are to be found 
throughout the whole of Munster. The Lunatic Asylum of Cork is connected with 
the House of Industry at that place, but it is connected with it under very peculiar 
circumstances indeed, to which the attention of the Committee might perhaps be 
directed. The Lunatic Establishment, in point of architecture, is distinct, forming a 
quadrille to the part erected at a most liberal expense of public money, rvliolly dis- 
tinct from the funds of the House of Industry ; the public money expended on the 
combined establishments in Cork, has amounted, in sixteen years, to between seventy 
and eighty thousand pounds ; the Committee will easily judge, by subtracting from 
the amount, the sums allowed to be presented for the House of Industry alone, how 
much and how great has been the expenditure upon the Lunatic Asylum ; therefore 
m arohi^cture, it is, in the first instance, distinct, and in expenditure it is also dis- 
Establishment at Cork struck me as being the best managed, not only 
^at 1 had ever seen, but ever considered or heard of, realizing all the advantages of 
looks Asylum at York; but if the question were put to me, whether it would be 

desirable 
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desirable, in a national point of view, that the Establishment at Cork, administered as Thomas Rise, 

it now is, should continue in its present condition, I should decidedly say, no. I 

think its success is a success of circumstances almost of accident ; I think its system 

is radically wrong, and I shall state the motives upon which that opinion is 

grounded. 

Do you mean the system of its government? — Certainly; it derives everything, 
that can be derived from humanity and skill, from the physician who is at the head 
of it ; but those sums of public money are all presented under one Act of Parliament, 
to which the attention of the Committee has, I make no doubt, been strongly di- 
rected ; it is the only Act upon which Lunatic Asylums can be at all carried on in 
Ireland at present; it is, in short, the only law that regulates them, and it is upon 
the expediency of that law, that much of the attention of the Committee, no doubt, 
will turn. I have looked at the 27th of the King, cap. 39, section 8, and it is one 
section that stands unrepealed in an old Gaol Act, all tlie rest of which has been re- 
pealed, and it is the only Act upon which the Cork Asylum stands; this allows 
sums of public money to be presented for the use of Lunatic Asylums, without 
limit of any description ; it allows to magistrates to commit to such Lunatic Asylum, 
as may be proved, any individuals, whether idiots or insane ; it provides no mode of 
government whatever for the Establishment when formed ; it provides no due mode 
of account for the money when presented. Such is the Act upon which the Establish- 
ment at Cork now depends ; if therefore money, which may be unlimited in its grant, 
has been limited by judgment ; if magistrates having an unlimited power to commit, 
have not exercised that power improperly, (by which I mean acting w'ithout medical 
skill, there being no medical certificate provided for by the Act ;) if without a due 
account provided by law, a due mode of account has been provided by an indivi- 
dual; I may perhaps be warranted in thinking that more has been due to the man 
who has directed that Establishment, than to the system under which that. Establish- 
ment exists. 

Then what you state as your objection to the Cork Establishment, is not to the 
government of it, but to the law under which it is constituted, and under the authority 
of which funds for its support are supplied ? — Certainly. 

Have the goodness to state your opinion of the other Establishments which you 
have visited ? — I next visited the Establishment at 'V\’’aterfor(l, which consists of a few 
miserable cells attached to the House of Industry, resembling an ill-constructed gaol 
rather than a retreat for Lunatics ; the system of government at Waterford was what 
struck me most, and a part which appeared most characteristic in it; a board of 
governors meet monthly, they appoint the committee for a month, who meet weekly, 
appointing from their number visitors, who attend daily : this produces a system of 
constant inspection and control, without which, it is but vain to expect the prosperity 
of any Establishment that may be devised. I rely the more upon this point, because 
the system has been copied at Clonmell, where its good effects have been equally 
acknowledged. Another characteristic of the Waterford Establishment is the great 
private subscription they have received, amounting to an average of 5,000/. a year; 
and it is to be noted, tiiat this is the only Establishment in the South of Ireland upon 
which any considerable proportion of money is bestowed in the shape of private 
subscriptions. 

Confining what you state to the province of Munster? — Yes. The average income 
and expenditure of Waterford Establishment varies from 3,000 /. a year upwards. 

From what funds, beside subscriptions, is that income derived ? — There are funds 
provided by the city and county Presentments ; of 800/. from the city, and 1,400/. 
from the county ; that was the maximum. 

For the Lunatic Establishment alone ? — No ; I stated for the combined establish- 
ment. 

The combined Establishment for the Lunatic Asylum and the Houses of Industry 
for both the county and city of Waterford? — Yes. In this part of ray evidence I 
beg to take the liberty of stating, that in every public Establishment in the south 
of Ireland which I have visited, I have found the prosperity of the Establishment 
best attended to, and its funds most increased, by the exertions of one class of 
individuals, on whose attention and vigilance, in the event of governors being 
appointed, the Committee might I should conceive rely. I allude to the quakers 
of independent fortunes and stations throughout the south of Ireland ; and I feel 
myself warranted in stating, that there is not one establishment which I have seen, 

Cork excepted, which could continue on foot for half a year without the exertions 

430. D and 
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Mil sacrifices of time and of money given by the individuals I have alluded to I 
shall next proceed to make some observations upon the Establishment at Clonmell- 
the Lunatic Asylum and House of Industry have been lately rebuilt at a considerable 

fn Sb « “ '■ I* il is the only establishment 

m which the principle of new institutions directly apply; it is built at an exnense 
of about 14000I and might accommodate, in the event of its beinv apnro 
piiated to the reception of Lunatics alone, about two hundred individuals'^^ its 
-upport IS derived exclusively trom county presentments, which vary from 1 400 1 
to about 1.600 /. a year; it is administered b, the same n^ode of governmem T h^ve 
described at Watertord; but although much\igilance is exerclfd TS Lc&n 
of^IiXtr^™"'! Lunatic establishments to Houses 

™ art “PP«tent. Here the experiment is tried nS 

at A, tim n ‘S'’ experiment fails. There were thirty-two Lunatics 

stood' Clonmell, that was m the year 1814-1 5, but so little under 

eWb rt “ management of the insane that they were unable oven to keep them 
clothed and some were lying in the yard upon straw in a state of nakedness • I 
inquired at Clonmell the general average at which they computed a Lunatic might 

LkXlsnt ’Coit 1“ =°^'‘y'’'“■ '^y “m head." This question I hfve 

Mked also at Coik, and received a similar answer, but with a limitation that that 
S hV b " 7“ founded in times of high prices, and on paying a heavy rent • if the 
Establishments werodischarged from rent, and as the prices of uiostof the articles con- 
sumed (which were iiifiiutely higher then than at present) became reduced they could 
of ‘Ti- “”P^<^hended cloihing twice in ?he\“ar'^^ food 

a!e e,r fnd best description, and all the expenses of repairs and 

aonr^Sr f 7 “t '""hical officers. After having vJisited 

I T" ° ' ■” Establishment of which citv, I found a 

contest to all the merits and an e.xarapleof all the faults that I have' met with in 
7'*rtio ‘h*? f jy'"”® ^ have visited ; but in Limerick was exemplified the as 

fsor die IV n-T “ “f ‘““"'ty ; fo7 in the year 

1804, the Establishment containing fourteen, extended, in the year 1817 to forty 

Sunfolharpt^hl'T'”";"':" ‘h>t fewer wouw'have^n 

sent into that Establishment within the last five years, than within anv ten vears 

nriated to’Lu7a7-'’“-“‘T " “7 Esfohlishment had sunk so low ; the building appro- 

=77 lb fo m Limerick, was built about the year 1777, at private 

‘ ‘“r*'"’ ‘here has been no sixidfic Sinro- 

KTof 7 whatsoever; it has, in short, lived upon the pillage of the 

House of Industry, to which it has been attached; the presentments affnifipH 
alonl™'^ "'“™“m authorised for the House of Industry 

^Do^you mean by that, the lowest sums that the grand jury are required to present? 
What is that sum ?— It is 500 1, under the Act of 1 806 

iwiateforrdt£n:r,";t'rsrs;:fc^^^^ 

7fo7b ,b ."=ftcct of this system has been that mortification in the extremities to 

which the insane are peculiarly liable, frequently takes place • and I knov, of mv ™ 

rurnrrnrt“r“‘“77 ™ ‘h= nece^L, but pdnM c^or 

sometimesf I Wfole tt?e accommodations found within; but two, and 

one of those cells the rtf7 condemned. to lie together in 

soL of thL 1" ' ^ ^ fo" by *0“ sevenSnehes; 

obvious results the usual ““ ““""y- Protect them from the 

knees fastening tliem wte ^ 7 restraint was by passing their hands under their 

g them with manacles, fastening bolts about their ankles, and passing 

a chain 
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a cliain over all, and then fastening them to abed. In this state, I can assure the 
Committee, from my own knowledge, they have continued for years, and the result 
has been (and I believe aji honourable friend of mine may also have witnessed the 
fact) that they have so far lost the use of tlieir limbs, that they are utterly incapable 
of rising. The rooms over the insane cells, the Committee can see, by inspecting the 
plan, are appropriated for the sick, as well as for such insane as may be trusted at 
laroe without actual danger. The general want of arrangement in the establishment, 
and the probable consequences of want of arrangement in all establishments con- 
ducted upon such principles, will be exemplified by two histances, which came 
before my own view, and which I shall lay before the Committee. In one of those 
rooms I "^found four-and-twenty individuals lying, some old, some infirm, one or 
two dying, some insane, and in the centre of tlie room was left a corpse of one 
who died^a few hours before. Another instance was still stronger ; in the adjoiiung 
room I found a woman with the corpse of her child, left upon her knees for two 
days • it was almost in a state of putridity. I need not say the woman was almost 
in a state of distraction ; another was so ill that she could not leave her bed ; and 
in this establishment, with governors ex officio, and with all the parade of inspection 
and control there was not to be found one attendant who would perform tlie com- 
mon duties ’of humanity. Two other points I shall take the liberty of laying before 
tlie Committee, one is material, as relating to the medical attendance given _m those 
establishments ; the other, as to the abuses which are likely to prevail in them. 
Durincr an interval of three weeks, with tlie hospitals full of sick, H’ltli the gaol 
fever spreading through every part of the establishment; upon inquiry, it appeared 
that all medical attendance had been discontinued, even by the physician, paid at 
the expense of the public, for I wish to have explained to the Committee at this 
time the substitution which was given for medical attendants, the cases were re- 
ported to the physician at a mile and quarter distance, and upon that report, made 
by a person of no medical knowledge, prescriptions and directions were given : that 
1 wish to state, to limit my former assertion. The most atrocious profligacy in anotlier 
branch of the establishment had prevailed, whichlwish to lay before tlie Committee ; 
the keeper of the lunatics claimed an exclusive dominion over the females confided 
to his charge, and which he exercised in the most abominable _ manner ; I decline 
soin" into the instances, the character of which are most atrocious. I hold in my 
hand exU'acts from the Report of the Committee of the House of Industry, which 
possibly may be material, and which I will take tlie liberty of submittiug to the 
attention of the committee. . ,• xt« t 

[It was delivered in, and read. J idc Appendix, N 2.J 



You have stated several acts of misconduct in the superintendent of tlie Lunatic 
Asylum at Limerick; is the same person the superintendent of the House of 
Industry also ? — He was removed in consequence of that misconduct; but at the 
time it took place, he was work-steward, as well as keeper of the Asylum. 

Then he is no longer superintendent of that establishment?— He is not. 

What appointment has been made in his place?— I was commissioned to apply 
to Dr. Ilallaran of Cork, upon whose advice we relied, and he provided us with 
two attendants, one male and the other female, who are at present in charge of the 
Lunatic Establishment at Limerick. j- , . .u *• 

Do the medical superintendents continue the same as they did at the time 

you alluded to in your evidence ?— They do not. , ' , , . 

What alteration in that respect has been made: — A general application was 
made to the gentlemen of tlie profession in Limerick to offer gratuitous service, 
the funds of the establishment not beingadeqiiate to afford asal^y ; several gentlemen 
offered their services, and the duties of the house were divided amongst them. 
An individual different from that person who had been entrusted with the former 
conduct of tlie Lunatics has been appointed, and has since performed the duties ot 
his office with attention and effect . 

Was the medical person, with respect to whom you have given testimony, the same 
to whom was confided the whole care of the House of Industry.--— He was. 

Does he continue at the head of that establishment? — He does not. 

Is he at the head of any public establishment in Limerick ?— I believe not. 

Is any payment made by the county for any medical aid now received.' None, 
luriher than for tiie payment of drugs, and the manual duties of the apothecary. 



Thomas Rice, 
Esq. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



i6 MINUTES Pf..,EYIDENCE-BEEORE SELECT COMMITTEE 




William Vesev Fitzgerale, 



statement oUClonmell H ouse of Industo,| and Lunatic Aaylum. 



Total Per»n»., 



; W° .of Lunatics, 



.PBaRVATUWS. 



Expense of Building, 
about £.14,000. 



about £. 

dieia, 5j,f. 



STATEMEJ^Tdfthe Cork 



Indust!^ and Lunatic 



County 

TrcMntiiieiiti 



( 

PrescDiincnts. 



'OfeSERVAlioN^S. 



Sobocriplioni. 



I •'Kie numbers are 
I Bt the Spring 
Assizes in every year. 
I The column of In- 
come comprehends 
grants lor Build- 
I >ng, Interest on 
I Stock, &c. 

The expense of a 
Lunatic maybe taken 
at £. 3 p annually, in 
high times, and pay- 
ing a heavy rent for 
the Asvlum, inclu- 
ding all Expenses, 
Salary, Clothing, &c. 
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Tharaai Rice, 
Esq, 



STATEMENT of the Waterford House of Industry and Lunatic Asylum. 



County 

Preieatmcr 



Fresendnents. 



Income. 



Numbers taken at 
Spring (Maizes. 



3,oao — 6 f 
2,763 15 7 
2,484 18 4 1 
3,328 8 — . 
3.005 8 2 
3,260 14 7 1 

3.007 13 a I 



STATEMENT of the Limerick House of Industry and Lunatic Asylum. 



Preientmenti. 
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speaking, a small local charee. I Inve mrEl' f comparutiyely 

small to enable the transportabon of Lunatics to^lke nf ‘^'’^-,^“’“''1 *’'= sufficiently 
sequences by which it is unfortunately at p“e Lt attSed I'T ““I" “‘ ■‘1“’ 
also essential, that wherever the estaMuhm^ » • fi ■^ave considered it 

so prominent, so immeSly beta tS “ »me situation 

constant inspection on the part not onlvofnffl/- ^ m the first place, 

of the individuals vvho^esubLrto^ the public at large! and 

if I may so term it, a rioht to see these^fnd ° ° 

second place, in a situation sufficiently populous fsTSo^d ' J”'*, ““i 

proposed establishments. If these mneSl afford due medical aid lor the 

pmerick and Clonme^ or vitarfS? 

Ireland. The county of Cork, I “ sltred itb^ a 1 ““ »f 

eastern parts of Kerry. The division of If “lude the southern and south- 
might be thrown into the Limerick district ifhiwf’ by the river Feale, 

of Limerick, the county of the city of Limerick ? comprehend the county 

the western part of the county of Tipnerarv n“ ^ 

prehend the remaining part of the coumv nf T' “ Clonmell district would com- 
would include, (speakl,^ in ™„d «■" of Waterford. This 

assuming that the fund? were provided from ta? ! “f about 1,500,000 acres, and 
acre would, in my view of the subiect. nmvidp f ^ Pcnny an 

My motives for fixing these situatiL? in m funds of all the establishments. 
Munster, are these : Waterford would he P‘^®fo"r"oe to the other county towns of 
point; it does not forrL a “I* “ “‘terno 

trolling motives, which may possibly exis Clonm u " “"1 fr "'"c =forig con- 
point than Waterford. The towns of Tralee S T • “”'tal 

and Clare, do not apnear to mem n 3 ■ “unty tmvns of Kerry 

permanent attention to which I allude? in"tha Ifi oonstant and 

supervision }~I sLuld'ffiS' and 

the only datum upon which I can reason with r.™'’ expense of the establishments, 

incurred in the House of Industry anrtalf expense already 

It appropriated solely to Ji Lunatic Asvta* “t Clonmell, which, were 

to decide, would be^rfectly well BHamsd?’ i*'^ ■“* “I' J"dgment enables me 
which I havestruckta ?ha, on the plan 

tor the accommodation of about uoo itf^ 1“ '■ '‘‘“lofed 

ceived both at Cork and Clonmell I thtok *"fo™«ion I re- 

Lunatic, culcuiated by the head was 7 nra ‘ the expense of each 

the basis of high prices If the p.tst r 1 ’ *^=* assuming heavy rent, and 

tion made upoLi; ra^I 

fwr diem, would cover every expense of Hothinr, r a year, or ij. a head 

nes, and all the et-csteraa incident payment ofsala- 

ments, even if the funds were provided 'fro? of mstal- 

expense of support and mainteuLce and “'=‘"3' “to 

day torthe food of each Lunatic, which is the atain ‘f-'o-Pooce or sixpence a 
gaols as must he known to the Committee The Clot'S P' i»oner, in 

would be provided by the remaining • * clothing and the other expenses 

perday for each ™'"S sixpence ; one shilling being toe total amouS 

I stated thsexpe??To?ZTeTfortoatatobr?^ Establishment to be?— 
pence halfpenny per day. * * estabtishment, for each individual, at 6ve. 

the Clonmell EstaHistaZforeZrLdTvS' *''' ‘*“ °f 
lien the shilling a day is to embrace alTchlZA “ '*“^1 

” ifas’ any ttaiZT'ZiZ "'“*’ 3*“*o=’ tod^„°A'&c.‘" * 

'Vluch is necessary to defray the expense '’of'thej* '‘PP{°‘*"’6 drying tlie sum 
you speak of, at the rate o'f a pen?, m, ? **'?* «‘tble.bn.ents, tl.ao that which 

- ».lbon of acres, toere would he half 

pressure 
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pressure upon such portions df the land as are not suited to bear tlie equal weight of the 
tax. I siiould wish to add this observation ; having seen a report agreed to by a Com- 
mittee of your honourable House, during the course of the last year, recommending a 
new survey atwl valuation of Ireland, that should such report be acted upon thiswould 
be obvkte<l altogetlier. The difficulty only occurs till such valuation takes place ; 
for if the valuation had taken place, then it would be easy to make the proportion of 
rate aoewding to the valuation put upon the district. liut it struck me, that if you 
suppose a district establishment containing 200 Lunatics to be supported at the 
rate of one shilling a head, that would amount to 4,000/. a year, and that sum 
w-ere to levied on certain parts of the counties comprehended within that 
district. letmceive the parts of the counties comprehended in that district, might be 
rated to this general fund, in the proportion of the average levies, for a certain number 
of given vears. That was whatappeared likely to remove the inconvenience incidental 
to the moi-e natural mode of rating them, according to their popultaion. If you pos- 
sessed any proof of the wealth of the district, that ought to be the basis of your 
taxation ; but, as matters stand, you should apportion the burthen of each district, 
rather by viewing the taxation hitherto imposed and hitherto paid, tiian by looking 
to the population : that is to say, you would took to the extent of the district, and 
to the value of it, rather than to any other scale; at present, that suggests itself to 
my mind. I shall take the liberty of referring the Committee to a paper in my 
band, which is an extract of a letter addressed to me frmn Dr. Hallaran, the 
physician of the Cork Lunatic Asylum : it has reference to the disadvantage of the 
establishment of provincial houses for the reception of Lunatics ; and with the leave 
of the Committee I shall read it: 

“ I fully agree with you, that any intention of erecting provincial houses foi 
the recepUon of the Insane, would ^ attended with many serious disadvantages, 
amongst which, the great distances between the proposed establishments would 
be the foremost. Had the members of the Legislature the same opportunities 
which I have, of witnessing the dreadful miseries invariably incidental to the 
unfortunate people brought here from the remote districts of our country, their 
resolution would fail them, and their liumanity would rather incline them to 
recommend that Asylums of this description should even be baronial, if possible, 
rather than be instrumental to a protracted state of suffering and bodily restraint, 
which a longer journey must necessarily occasion. The lacerations inflicted on 
these occasions, are almost incredible, by reason of the means of security which 
are so generally judged to be indispensable, and which, together with the inju- 
dicious treatment, in the way of sustenance on the road, makes it a matter of 
no small difficulty to tlie physician to determine between mania and excessive 
inebriety, or between the mere surgical patient and the victims of some well- 
earned punishment. It therefore remains too often a question witli the friends of 
those poor people, especially at great distances from Cork, whether the removal 
shdl take place or not ; and this cannot be much wondered at, when it has un- 
questionably happened, that death has frequently, within a few houra after 
removal, succeeded to the consequence of procrastination, of ignorance, and Of 
barbarous severity.” 

This is a statement which, from my own experience, I know to be correct; but, 
certainly, it comes with much greater weight from the experienced and benevolent 
physician. The only other point that remains for me to touch upon, relates to the 
government that might be instituted in these establishments. I should consider that 
in the spirit of the Richmond Asylum Act, which is the only Act that applies 
with any degree of skill to the management of Lunatic Asylums, that whenever the 
establishments take place, a certain number of governors should be appointed by the 
Lord Lieutenant in council, or other government authorities. I should consider 
also, that a certain number should be appointed by the grand juries, under 
whose control the money is levied ; and I should consider it quite indispensable, 
that if even sufficient funds could be provided by the resources I have already men- 
tioned, that the governors should become so by subscription, in order to give them 
an identity of interest in the success of the establishment ; and that physicians of 
professional eminence should be allowed to visit and control the Institution. But 
whatever experience I have had of public establishments of this kind, leads me to 
know, that all systems of control will be ineffectual without some permanent docu- 
ment or record within the establishment itself, which can prove upon inquiry, whether 
the duties provided for have been performed, and whether the control, even of the 

governors 
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govemOTS themselves, has been propeilv exercised, 
rom the information of the individuals in and i 
Knowledge respecting the stati 
as would enable the medical 
employed in the establishmen 
record as m'*" • • 

taken the liberty of drawing I , 
should be kept in every Lunitic '^Kstaliiislnnen’t 
visitors or inspectors would see at 



Thomas Rice, 



as may fumisli, 
ition. a mass of 

patients confined therein 

world to judge wliether the duties of the individuals 
inav Hve ■ . ’ “ •“'"'‘'“I'y discharged ; and in short such a 

liberty of d "“'r “P“" spirit, I have 

registry, which, as I have said, 
and according to this plan, the 
one view the names of the patients, their abode 
Slices to Irientls, and their names and abodes, the 
tes, the certificate oi physicians, and tlieir names; 

; ot the death or discharge of the patient, and the 
whether criminal, pauper, or contributing to the 
5 CoiDonttee will bear in mind, that at present there 
nf tl,?. I.' ,1 ^' crnninal Lunatics; and therefore I think, that 

'in th ^ ^ comprehend tliis great object, and con- 

to whirl,'°rf relerence should be had to 

L cdmii, r'’ "■‘“T >=''y “f Limerick there is no 

a moJc orrl wnd therefore, for safe custody they are only 

r fi ‘ f " Le said to be nothing 
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lase tl b 'ddS T character 

look’ and flnalll! 'r? '‘‘"'t. tile medical treatment, and reference to the pre- 
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and Sdiwi f\i‘‘''’” ■“'pettst't points connected with the ma- 
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servants tL st '„f^ the medical officers had been, the conduct 

It R, h ■ I * ‘t'“">'"ess and ventilation, clothing, food, and bodilv 

ich Treclr., ““ i"stitutio„ was. Had therj 
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WW sgstt- [«« Ihc witness ilkersd 

shelclies of the registries which he recommended.} 
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(Signed) 



A. B. Steward. 
C. D. Matron. 



AL REGISTRY of The 



Lunatic Asylum. 






f«ription 



Labourer 



Recent 



Drinking 



Mania 



r Discharged 
\convaiejcetit 
|DietIMayi6. 

TDischarged 
j amended, 
harmless, 



Married 



Hereditary 



Dementea 



Hereditary 



Melancholia 



F. 310 , &c. 

Physician. 



(Signed) 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 





bN- THE LUNATIC EOOR IN IRELAND. 



Thomas Rice, 



Lukatic Asylum. 



VISITORS BOOK of The 



DATE. 



4 In belU. | 

2 Manacles, j 

3 Waistcoats. 



N* 1, Irregular 
N° 2, Ventilator 



A. B. Absent 



Correct 



D. Absent! 



Correct 



broken 



Lunatic Asylum. — i8i6. 



Annual STATEMENT of The 



Discharged cured ; 



la the House, i Jan. 1814: 
Men - 18 I 

Women 14/ 

Since admitted : 

Men - 61 ,5 

Women ioj 



Men 

Women 



Restored to Friends, released and harmless : 
Men 

Woman 

Remain 



B. Physician, 
C. D. Steward, 
E. F. Matron. 



Have you any thing else to add to what you have already stated ? — ^There is only 
one word which I have to add, in explanation to a question put to me yesterday,^ 

“ Whether I conceived that lunacy was actually increasing in Ireland, or whether 
returns merely proved that more people were sent into the Asylum than usual r ’ I 
believe every gentleman acquainted with Ireland, will admit that the num ber of 
Lunatics wandering about the country, unprovided with any accommodation^ hjas not 
decreased. I know this faejt of my own experience ; and every one acquainted ^vith 
Ireland, is . aware of its truth. But independent of this fact, the nature-pf the 
malady itself is such as to cause its continued increase. It is an hereditary i^lady, 
and therefore, liable to be extended. It is connected with schrofulous habits, also 
hereditary, and therefore advances upon a double principle. It is connected with 
the habits of; the lower classes of the people in Ireland, who addict themselves to 
the use of ai^ent spirits; and it is connected also with the use of mercury. These 
four causes are, d prioii, sufficient to show that it is on the increase. 

You are requested to state your opinion, whether a limited number of District 
Asylums would be preferable to the attachment of separate cells to the different 
County Infirmaries in Ireland ? — There are several objections to such a plan of at- 
tachin'L cells. The noise, the union of establishment would destroy the repose and 
quiet which is-neceasary for the treatment of most of the disorders-now relieved it^ 
the County Infirmaries ; ami besides, the establishment of a number of-smatt “Asy ~ 
lums, eai^i requiring separate buildings and separate organization, would entail upon 
the. publicja greater expcn.se than any general establishment of District Asylums. 

Do noti you conceivje it absolutely necessary to have some .cells attached to the 
Infirmaries of the counties, for cases of temporary insanity, o ccasi oned <:it,hs£j>y the-, 
disorder cr the mode of treatment? — That chiefly applies to Fever HosjMtals; and 
not to Cojinty Irffirmafies, and in such Fever Hospitals there is generally' provided a 
distinct wfeid foV such leases, so as to prevent apy material inconvenience being felt, . 
such attaches l)^i}g only temporary.: .• i 

But if lliere is no such provision ^n the Fever llospitalsi do you think it absolutely 
necessafylhat some, places pf acqoinmodation for insane perwns in the ..vicinity 
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—Not absolutely necessary, but 



of such establishments should be provided? 
certainly desirable. 

Do not you conceive that there are also cases of temporary insanity arisine from 
varmns causes, ex.st.ng amongst the poor people of large cities a.,d the country 
adjacent to them uh.cli would be gladty sent, in the hope of a cure, to a neiobboui? 
ing Asylum while the friends of the parties would feel the greatest reluctance to 
n “"y "''“Ptacle for insanity r-Tl.at wouldfin m, mind, depend 
hfr i "■'“f distant Asylum bore. If the distant Asylum stood 

high m public repute, I should conceive they would prefer sending them there 
rather than sending them to one less esteemed in their immediate vicinity. 



Merciirii, 14* die Maii 1817. 

The Right Hon. 'William Vesey Fitzgerald, in the Chair. 



The Right Hon. Denis Brozmc, a Member of tlie Comniiltee ; Examined. 

THE Committee request you will afford them such information, as is in vour 
power, respecting the provisions for pauper Lunatics in the county of Mayo?— 
' 1 have been lor many years advising the gentlemen of my county, to make some 
provision for poor Lunatics, and my proposition was always opposed on account 
of the expenses that it was apprehended it would occasion to the county. Soon 
after we got about 5 , 000 /. tlie produce of fines levied for illicit distillation.’^ I then 
with more effect, was able to get the gentlemen to go with me in the establishment 
of a Lunatic Asylum. Its expenses were to fall on the fund of the hospital and 
we annexed it to the establishment of the hospital. The Charter House School of the 
county having been giren up by the Incorporated Society, I took the consent of 
the Governor of the hospital for this Charter House, and w^e were at an expense of 
about 4 or 500 /. on the internal plan and arrangement, as we made about twenty 
cells, rhey were convenient in all respects, and' very suitable, as far as I could 
judge, for the purposes of a Lunatic Asylum. I brought down from Dublin a 
■woman who had been employed in the management of lunatics, by the recommenda- 
tion of the physician engaged in such care in Dublin. The House was soon 
hlled, and we managed those Lunatics under this woman’s direction. She was verv 
well experienced, and very skilful in such management. Two years after she left 
us ,' she has now the management of the Richmond Institution 

She has the management of female Lunatics only, I presume ?— Both male and 
female ; her name was Mrs. Dogherty; she directed entirely the government and 
regulation of those Lunatics, according to the plan she had been taught and had learnt 
m Dublin We found that the proportion of incurables, out of those that came in to 
us, was about ten to one, men and women. Those incurables we sent to Dublin 
m the care of earners at two guineas a-piece ; but they treated them in the carriages 
yeiy brutally. This dlihculty, together with the entire refusal of receiving those 
incurables in Dublin, obliged us to limit very much the reception of such patients 
into the hospital. Besides, upon examining the place in Dublin where we had 
sent those Lunatics, on inquiring for them by name, I could find but one woman 
m the House of Industry, out of about thirty or forty that we had sent up there ■ and 
they could give me no account of them, whether they had died, or whether they were 
cured ; and from the whole of that establishment. I conceived it to be much more 
conducive to increase human misery, than to alleviate or to cure it, I mean the misery 
of madness. I found m the Richmond Asylum two men whom we had sent up as incur- 
able, one of them was very nearly restored, and was afterwards entirely cured ; but the 
other remained incurable. I consider the first-mentioned place (tlie House of 
Industry) extremely unsuitable for the reception or care of Lunatics : and I think 
the Richmond Asylum very suitable, except that there is not air enough, not 
space enough tor air. &»'’'>• 

After 
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After Mrs. Dogherty left us, we put two persons in charge of the Lunatics in the 
asylum who had not been so taught the care of Lunatics ; but we did not find 
any great alteration in the number of persons cured, or that failed of cure, by this 
alteration in the care of them. 1 did often beg of a physician who attended the 
hospital to try medicine, which he very seldom w'ould do. He did not seem to me 
to think that it was by medical treatment this disorder was, generally speaking, to 
be removed. We now receive no cases but urgent cases of private distress, or such 
as inconvenience the public; we can’t receive a greater number than twenty-four, 
so that we are confined to cases of particular necessity; if we had no casw to 
discharge, the hospital would not contain them at all. There is nothing so shocking 
as madness in the cabin' of the peasant, where the man is out labouring in the fields 
for his bread, and the care of the woman of the house is scarcely sufficient for the 
attendance on the children. When a strong young man or woman gets the complaint, 
the onlv way they have to manage is by making a hole in the floor of the cabin 
not high enough for the person to stand up in, with a crib over it to prevent his 
getting up, the hole is about five feet deep, and they give this wretched being his 
food there, and there he generally dies. Of all human calamity, I know of none 
equal to this, in the country parts of Ireland which I am acquainted with. _ 

Is your establishment connected with the House of Industry r Yes, it is. 

Then what should you estimate the number of cells at, that ivould be required, it 
your establishment were to bo extended ?— Upon my word I cannot exactly say; 

I think it would require an addition ; but it may be observed, that there are cases 
where there is less of violence and less of madness. Sometimes we could put two 
into a cell where they are not very violent ; quiet, dull, silent madness. 

Suppose fifty Lunatics to come to you annually, and you had no place to dis- 
charge those that were incurable to, what accommodation would you require — 

I should think fifty cells in the whole. _ . , , 

Have you any doubt that, if some more extensive hospital than tliat one now 
attached to your House of Industry, were established in your county, it would be 
belter calculated for the cure of Lunatics ? — Most certainly ; I think such an 

establishment is wanted as we thought we had in Dublin. 

What were the expenses of the construction of this inadequate Asylum 
We took it at a rent of 6o 1 . per annum, and we laid out about 500 1 . 111 altering it. 
But we have also made it a House of Industry, and I calculate that ^00 1 . to upply 
to both. ^ ^ j 

What is the annual income presented by the county for its support r— W e do not 
present any thing for it. . . j r r 

Then how is it supported? Is there any particular provision presented for the 
Asylum ?— I think not ; but the county pays the physician, and pays the part of it 
that is the Bridewell. r- t c. r, 

Is it the same physician who has the superintendence of the County infirmary ?— 

Sn you inform the Committee what care and attendance he affords the Lunatic 
patients? — I suppose he is there, he ought to be there. If he neglected it, and I 
knew it, I should not be pleased, and I should think he neglected his duty. 

In the event of its being recommended to Parliament to establish provincial 
Asylums, what place in the province of Connaught, should you think die most suit- 
able for such an establishment? — I think it roust be some point which is central 
between the counties of Sligo, Mayo, Roscommon, and Leitrim. 

With reference to any places that you may have thought of, state any that you 
think fit for such a purpose? — I thing the barrack of Ctinoni, which is now un- 
occupied by troops, would be a commodious erection for the purpose. 

Can you state to the Committee what the amount of the sums for the support of 
the House of Industry, and the Lunatic Infirmary was, previous to the expenses 
being defrayed by the fines exacted for illicit distillation?— Before those fines were 
levied we had no Lunatic Asylum at all. 

Then what provision was there for Lunatics ? — By the gaol law there was to be a 
certain number of Lunatic cells annexed to every county gaol. 

But that was for the custody of convict Lunatics?— No._ As I understand the 
law, it was for Lunatics generally. They could he committed there by any two 

magistrates. 1 • 1 u r 

When you speak of the manner in which the Lunatics are treated m tiie rlouse ot 
Industry in Dublin, do you make anj^ reference to the means?— Certainly; they 
complained to me that the means were inadequate ; For example, I saw twenty beds 
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^ in one line for these iinfortnnate people, nnd in those beds they were eatinn I imo„ 

rf^lheT "* f f d°"‘ ‘T“° “'ing in cases of Ldness, LdJt some 

of these fetched people ivere screechiog in such a way that sleen troth! 
impossible. It was utterly impossible that they could have rest which is th ™ 

necessary thing for them. It was one scene of dirt of c r*? 

madness, and every thing that was abominable I should think it of 

calculated to occasion Ldness than rcujrit. ^ 

isL^r^ij/rcSti;^^ 

tra^smrd 

Are you also aware, that with a view to relieve this nrp«i.r/. *. u • w- 
tion, the Richmond Institution, has been built at £i immU.; ^ 

Government ?-Yes ; and I had great satisfaction in examining thaLsSlhment I 

Then the Committee are to understand that it is your opinion that the establish 
"aptaortrr®;" ™-tics ^ IreJ,d, ar^ inade^lte ,0 be ' 

-hS 

Jmntf Duty, Esq. a Member of the Committee; Examined. 

for^LuradrnMDWsi'— ^ P™™™ i" the county of Galway 

-for them to be sent to UuHin P"™'" ^ necessary 

The Eight Honoiu-able J,hn Max-^dl Barry, a Member of the Committee • 
Rxainiued. ’ 

Lunatics inhmllnS^ 
reason I should preler them to provincial Ones i^ tint thr. n,st m' i t. r ' ^ 

As;::^ 

The Right Hon. Maurice FitzgeraU, a Member of the Committee ; Examined 

,.:r -s,“ 

Cork, would be most suitable, if we have not a county establishment 

The Right lloacamhU Augmtinc Fitzgerald, a Member of the Committee- 
Examined. * 
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Don't you think that a general Asylum, formed in Limerick, would be, in point 
of fact, convenient for the reception of paUents, in the county of Clare?— Most un- 

doubtedly I do. . r 

Do you not think that it would be preferable, m point of expense, for the latter 
county to contribute to an Asylum at Limerick, rather than to have the separate ex- 
pense of a sufficient establishment at Ennis ? — I do. . , 

Are you of the same opinion with respect to the niedical superintendence and 
government of such an institution? — Yes, I am, certainly. 



- LIST OF APPENDIX. 



^ Copy of a Letter from the Physician and Surgeon Generals, and Director General 

of Hospitals, to the Right Honourable Robert Peel ; dated Army Medical Office, 
8th October 1816 

N- 2.— Papers delivered in to the Committee by the Right Honourable Robert Peel, 
25th March 1817 5 John Leslie Foster, Esq. 6th May 1817 ; and Thomas Rice, Esq. 
7lh May 1817 ^9 

N« ^ —Copy of a Letter from Mr. James Cleghorn,of Saint Patrick’s or Swift's Hospital, 
giving some Account of the Hospital, dated 17th March 1817 ; with a Resolution 

of the Committee of Governors, 26di November 1810 - - - • P - 45 



Prinled image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



